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In entering upon the duties of the chair, to which I have been called^ in the
The community at present is unable to discriminate between the well-. educated and skilful practitioner, and the merest pretender?and until it shall be able to do this, more or less of the reproach that is brought upon the pursuit by the latter, will be visited upon the former. Often has the cheek of the honorable high-minded practitioner been caused to blush with shame on account of the mal-practice of the ignorant and unscrupulous of his professional brethren?often have his feelings suffered the deepest and most painful mortification at beholding injuries that had been inflicted on the teeth of individuals, who, in a spirit of the most entire confidence, had submitted them to the care of those not properly skilled in the treatment of the maladies of these organs.
Accessible as has been the calling of the dentist to all that were disposed to engage in it, and that too, without regard to qualification, it has been resorted to by the ignorant and illiterate, and, I am sorry to say, in too many instances, by unprincipled individuals, until it now numbers in the United States about twelve hundred, and of which, I think it may be safely asserted, not more than one-sixth, possess any just claims to a correct or thorough knowledge of the pursuit. That under such circumstances, it should occupy a place in the world's estimation, inferior to that to which it would otherwise be entitled, is not a subject of wonder.
Gladly would I draw a veil of secrecy over these things, but J feel myself bound in justice to the better-informed of the profession, to the public and to my own.reputation, to denounce the empiricisms that have and do still exist in this department of medicine. In fact, so notorious have they become, that they are more or less familiar to all.
Of the qualifications necessary to be possessed by a dental practitioner, and the time required for their acquisition, few seem to be aware. On this subject an erroneous opinion seems pretty generally to prevail. A little mechanical tact, or dexterity, is thought by some, to be all that is requisite to a practitioner of dental surgery, and that this could be obtained in, at most, a few weeks. The prevalence of this belief, has given countenance to the assumption of the profession, by individuals totally disqualified to take upon themselves the exercise of its complicated and difficult duties. But it is to be hoped that the day is not remote, when it will be required of those to whom this department of surgery shall be entrusted, to be educated men, and well instructed in its theoretical and practical principles. Elevate the standard of the qualifications of the dental surgeon to a level with those of the medical practitioner, and the results of his practice will be always beneficial, which, at If any particles be allowed to remain upon the teeth, they will act as nuclei around which it will regather, and besides, they will be productive of irritation to the gums, and prevent them from taking on a healthy action, so that no advantage will have been derived from its partial removal; and in those cases where there is a constitutional tendency of the general system, favouring the formation of this substance, constant attention to the cleanliness of the teeth is necessary to prevent its re-accumulation. If you would command respect, and enjoy the confidence of those among whom it may be your lot hereafter respectively to reside, let it be your persevering endeavour to deserve them. Resolve that you will not be satisfied with mere mediocral abilities in the calling for which you are qualifying. Resolve to put forth all your energies for its acquisition, that you may be able to take rank among the most scientific and skilful.
If you do not do this, the fault will be your own, and I am sure that your teachers will labour to little purpose in endeavoring to impart instruction to you, unless you strive to profit therefrom. Let one then, who will feel a deep and anxious solicitude for your success, urge you to diligence in the pursuit of the knowledge you are now seeking. Its possession can alone enable you to discharge in a correct and proper manner, the intricate and complicated duties you are preparing to assume* Let then, a pure and high ambition stimulate you to zealous and unwearied exertion, and be assured that you will never be reproached by the future, for time misspent, or for failing to realize to those who shall seek professional aid at your hands, the benefits which the art is capable of bestowing.
